
 

Corona and the economy - you should know these aid packages! 
 
We are in a challenging and difficult time for all companies. 
In order to relieve you as a taxpayer in the Corona crisis, extensive support programs 
have been launched. We have put together the most important subsidies for you here. 
Please contact us if you have any questions. We are glad to be at your service and will 
advise you in detail. 
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0. General information 
You can find the information from the Federal Ministry of Finance here: 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Web/DE/Home/home.html 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/FAQ/2020-03-13-Corona-
FAQ.html 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Steuern/2020-04-01-
FAQ_Corona_Steuern.html?cms_pk_kwd=06.04.2020_FAQ+Corona+Steuern+&cms_
pk_campaign=Newsletter-06.04.2020 
The information provided by the Federal Ministry of Economics and the current fun-
ding programs can be found here: 
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Coronavirus/coronahilfe.html 
The information from the Federal Ministry of Labor can be found here: 
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Informationen-Corona/informationen-
corona.html 
!!! Caution - Corona scam: The LKA in Lower Saxony warns of fraudulent email!!! 
https://www.ndr.de/nachrichten/niedersachsen/hannover_weser-leinegebiet/Corona-Be-
trug-LKA-warnt-vor-Mail,corona2192.html 
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https://www.nbank.de/Blickpunkt/Uebersicht-der-Hilfsprogramme/index.jsp 
1. Deferral your due taxes, social security and professional association contributi-
ons 
If you, as an entrepreneur, suffer significant economic damage from the Corona virus 
directly, you can request a deferral of the taxes due or payable up to that point (income 
tax, corporate income tax and solidarity surcharge) until 31. December 2020. This also 
applies to sales tax. 
The deferral is fundamentally free of interest. 
You can find neutral application help here: 
https://finanzen.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hmdf/faq_zum_thema_steuern_-
_ergaenzende_antragshilfe.pdf 
If you are prevented from submitting your wage tax declaration on time due to the 
effects of the Corona crisis, you will be granted an extension of up to two months upon 
request. This means a corresponding tax deferral. 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Downloads/BMF_Schreiben/Weitere_Steuerthemen/Abgabenordnung/2020-04-
23-verlaengerung-der-erklaerungsfrist-fuer-vierteljaehrliche-und-monatliche-lohnsteu-
eranmeldungen-waehrend-der-corona-
krise.html?cms_pk_kwd=23.04.2020_Verl%C3%A4ngerung+der+Erkl%C3%A4rungs-
frist+f%C3%BCr+viertelj%C3%A4hrliche+und+monatliche+Lohnsteueranmeldun-
gen+w%C3%A4hrend+der+Corona-Krise+&cms_pk_campaign=Newsletter-
23.04.2020 

Please note that applications for the deferral of trade tax are made to the responsible 
municipalities.  
 
You can find a sample application here to defer your due social security contributions: 
https://www.hwk-erfurt.de/artikel/stundung-der-sozialversicherung-moeglich-
4,0,1284.html 
 
2. Adjustment of advance payments 
In addition, you have the option of applying a simplified procedure to adjust the ad-
vance payments for income tax and corporation tax (including the solidarity surcharge) 
and to fix the trade tax rate. 
You can find neutral application help here: 
https://finanzen.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hmdf/faq_zum_thema_steuern_-
_ergaenzende_antragshilfe.pdf 
It is also possible to retrospectively adjust the VAT advance payment already made by 
many companies. The easiest and fastest way is to send a corrected registration via 
ELSTER using the form: Registration of the special advance payment „USt 1 H“. 
The extension of the long-term granted so far remains in effect. More information can 
be found here: 
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/karin-kutz-647244152_gemeinsam-appelhagen-
coronakrise-activity-6650041975343054848-WbU8 
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Please note that special rules apply e.g. in Berlin (in justified exceptional cases), Bre-
men (indicating the expected decline in sales) and Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania (in 
whole or in part on request). 
3. Suspension of enforcement 
If you are affected directly and not insignificantly by the effects of the Corona crisis, 
you will be granted a stay of enforcement until 31. December 2020. Default penalties 
incurred between 19. March 2020 and 31. December 2020 will be waived. 
You can find neutral application help here: 
https://finanzen.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hmdf/faq_zum_thema_steuern_-
_ergaenzende_antragshilfe.pdf 
 
4. Offsetting losses 
With a separate application, you will be allowed to carry out a loss carry-back if you 
are not negatively affected by the Corona crisis. This is assumed if your advance pay-
ments for 2020 have already been reduced to € 0 and you assure that you expect not in-
significant negative income for the current year. 
The flat-rate loss carry-back amount is 15% of your earnings and/or your rental and 
lease income in calendar year 2019. It is limited to a maximum of € 1 million or in the 
case of joint tax assessment, to a maximum of € 2 million. However, your income for 
2019 can only be reduced to € 0. 
More details and an example can be found here: 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Downloads/BMF_Schreiben/Steuerarten/Einkommensteuer/2020-04-24-
Corona-Sofortmassnahme-Antrag-auf-pauschalierte-Herabsetzung-bereits-geleisteter-
Vorauszahlungen-fuer-2019.html 

 

Saxony-Anhalt has published an application guide: 

https://steuerberater-verband.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/antrag-sa.pdf 

 

5. Extension of deadlines for submitting your tax returns and tax returns 
This question is handled differently across the country. Based on our experience, justi-
fied individual applications will be accepted. This also applies to the deadline for pre-
paring the monthly sales tax return, provided that the current bookkeeping cannot be 
processed on time due to illness. 
On request, the Ministry of Finance in Hesse grants a general extension of the dead-
line by two months for the advance tax returns to be submitted on 10. April 2020 and 
10. May 2020, the information can be found here: 
https://wirtschaft.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/hmdf/faq_zum_thema_steuern_-
_stand_04.04.2020.pdf 
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Bavaria also grants an extension of the deadline by two months for the advance tax re-
turn to be submitted on 10. April 2020. 
https://www.stmfh.bayern.de/service/finanzielle_hilfe/corona_2020/default.asp 
Nationwide, upon request, you will be granted an extension of up to two months for the 
preparation of the wage tax declaration if you are unable to prepare it due to the 
Corona crisis. The BMF (Federal Ministry of Finance) letter of 23. April 2020 can be 
found here: 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Downloads/BMF_Schreiben/Weitere_Steuerthemen/Abgabenordnung/2020-04-
23-verlaengerung-der-erklaerungsfrist-fuer-vierteljaehrliche-und-monatliche-lohnsteu-
eranmeldungen-waehrend-der-corona-
krise.html?cms_pk_kwd=23.04.2020_Verl%C3%A4ngerung+der+Erkl%C3%A4rungs-
frist+f%C3%BCr+viertelj%C3%A4hrliche+und+monatliche+Lohnsteueranmeldun-
gen+w%C3%A4hrend+der+Corona-Krise+&cms_pk_campaign=Newsletter-
23.04.2020 
With the extension of the deadline, the due date of the payments is postponed accordin-
gly. 
 
6. Aid to the economy 
Emergency aid 
Lower Saxony emergency aid Corona with financial support from the federal 
government 
The funding programs for Lower Saxony can be found here: 
https://www.nbank.de/Blickpunkt/Uebersicht-der-Hilfprogramme/index.jsp 
 
You can find non-binding information on the aid programs of other federal states, 
among others. in the founder blog of „Für.Gründer.de GmbH“: 
https://www.fuer-gruender.de/blog/corona-soforthilfen-bundeslaender/ 
https://www.fuer-gruender.de/impressum/ 
You can find a list of the responsible state authorities here: 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2020/03/2020-03-29-PM-
Verwaltungsverwaltungs-Soforthilfe-Anlage.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4 
 
Further loans and financing 
With the approval of the EU Commission, a KfW (Reconstruction Credit Institute) 
quick loan was set up. This becomes a company 

• with more than 10 employees, 
• who have been active on the market since at least 01.01.2019 
• and have worked profitably for the past three years 
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granted as an instant loan. The federal government assumes 100% of the credit risks. 
Therefore, there is no credit risk assessment. The interest rate is 3% and the term is 10 
years. 
The loan volume is up to 25% of annual sales in 2019, 

• for companies with up to 50 employees a maximum of € 500 thousand, 
• for companies with more than 50 employees a maximum of € 800 thousand. 

 
and has been available since 15. April 2020. 
An important information sheet on this loan can be found here: 
https://www.kfw.de/PDF/Download-Center/F%C3%B6rderprogramme-
(Inlandsf%C3%B6rderung)/PDF-Dokumente/6000004525_M_078.pdf 
You can find information on all KfW loan programs in the Corona crisis here: 
https://www.kfw.de/KfW-Konzern/Newsroom/Aktuelles/KfW-Corona-Hilfe-Ununter-
nehmen.html 
You can access KfW loans through your house bank. 
Via these links you will find additional documents to prepare your bank conversation: 
https://corona.kfw.de/ 
https://vdb-info.de/aktuelles/pressemitteilungen/corona-rise-buergschaftsbanken-erwei-
ter-unterstuendung-von-kmu 
https://vdb-info.de/media/file/39451.VDB-
UEbersicht_der_Umsendung_der_Krisenmassnahm.pdf 
In addition, the federal government provides export guarantees (Hermes guarantees) to 
protect your company against payment risks in international business. 

https://www.agaportal.de/news/beitraege/coronavirus-auswirkungen 

Supplier credits are secured by a joint protective shield from the federal government and 
your credit insurers. 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2020/04/2020-04-16-GPM-
Warenverkehr.html 
 
7. Further help for the self-employed 
The self-employed have easy access to basic security so that their livelihood and accom-
modation are secured. The asset review is suspended for six months. Benefits should be 
paid out very quickly. The employment agency is responsible. 
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/corona-faq-grundicherung 
 
8. Help for families 
An emergency child allowance has been granted to parents with low income since 1. 
April 2020. This amounts to € 185 per child per month. The family fund is responsible. 
https://www.bmfsfj.de/kinderzuschlag 
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9. Recognition for employees in the Corona crisis 
For employees in the Corona crisis, grants and support from the employer up to an 
amount of € 1,500 in 2020 will be exempt from tax and social security if the payment is 
made as a contribution to current wages. 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Pressemitteilungen/Finanzpolitik/2020/04/2020-04-03-GPM-Bonusgeld.html 

https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/196/1919601.pdf 
The Federal Ministry of Finance points out that subsidies for short-time work benefits 
are not covered by this benefit. 
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Downloads/BMF_Schreiber/Steuerarten/Lohnsteuer/2020-04-09-
steuerbefreiung-fuer-beihilfe-und-unterstuetzungen.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=5 
With the „Corona Tax Assistance Law“ in § 3 Nr. 28a EStG is intended to create an 
exemption regulation. From 01.01.2020 until 31.12.2020, the increase of short-time al-
lowance remains tax-free up to 80% of the previous net wages. 

https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Con-
tent/DE/Gesetzestexte/Gesetze_Gesetzesvorhaben/Abteilungen/Abteilung_IV/19_Legisl
aturperiode/Gesetze_Verordnungen/2020-04-30-Corona-Steuerhilfegesetz/2-Regie-
rungsentwurf.pdf;jsessionid=5CCD876DB3856708C4EF7028CCDD8BC8.delivery1-
replication?__blob=publicationFile&v=6 

https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/196/1919601.pdf 
 
10. Home office 
Due to the current situation, the Federal Ministry of Economics offers small and me-
dium-sized companies financial support through the „go-digital“ funding program if 
home office jobs are created at short notice. 
https://www.bvmw.de/news/5464/go-digital-foerderung-von-homeoffice/ 
https://www.nbank.de/Blickpunkt/Uebersicht-der-Hilfprogramme/index.jsp 
 
11. VAT cut for the gastronomy 
The sales tax for food in the catering trade reduced to the VAT rate of 7% from 1. July 
2020 until 30. June 2021. 

https://dip21.bundestag.de/dip21/btd/19/196/1919601.pdf 
 
12. Important changes for short-term employment 
The time limits for marginal employment in the form of short-term employment are li-
mited to a maximum of five months or 115 days. 
https://www.bmas.de/DE/Schwerpunkte/Informationen-Corona/Sozialschutz-
Paket/sozialschutz-paket.html 
 
13. Important information about attempts to defraud on the Internet 
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There are always black sheep! NRW had to stop the emergency aid program for a 
week due to fraud, Baden-Wuerttemberg also warns of misuse in connection with 
emergency aid and of fake emails in connection with short-time allowance. Malware 
has occurred in Lower Saxony. More information at: 
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/nrw-corona-soforthilfe-webseite-betrug-1.4874750 
https://www.swr.de/swraktuell/baden-wuerttemberg/artikel-gefaelsche-mails-kurzarbeit-
100.html 
https://www.ndr.de/nachrichten/niedersachsen/hannover_weser-leinegebiet/Corona-Be-
trug-LKA-warnt-vor-Mail,corona2192.html 
 
If you are affected by the Corona crisis, please inform yourself primarily via the websi-
tes of the responsible federal ministries for your protection. A list of the responsible 
state authorities on the subject of emergency aid has been published and linked. This 
way, you can usually also access regional funding opportunities. 
 
Please remember: Checks can still be made after the application has been submitted. 
You should therefore keep all documents and information that are helpful for evidence 
for the purpose of providing evidence for at least five years. 
 


